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Touching that forme of Prayer called 
T be Lords Prayer. 


> Irſt, it is certaine, that the treaſures of 


V2 wiſcdome and knowledge being hid 

32D in Icſus Chriſt, who ſct it dowae ; it is 

33 moſt perteR torm and rule of prayer 

| SA unto which nothing can be added, and 

from winch nothing can bee tiken away. Col, 2, 3. 
Matth.6.9.13. Rev.22.1S.19. 

2. Thercftorcalſono Angels ormen (who what- 


x poo, ſoever they have, rective it of his fulnefl<) are ever 
Es. ablcto artaine tothe ſetting downe of the like. Ioh. 


Of h's juige- 1,16. 1 Cor.13.9., Heb+1.6.7. 


ment 8M” 3. If they doc or ſhall ſer downe any other fornge 
U-finus. Piſca- WE Muſt not regard or follow it, but keepe our ſelves 
ror,aue thole Gnely to this rale which Chrift our Lord hath pre- 


of our owne 


natonwh.ch {eribed. Math.6.9.13. and 15.9. and 28. 20, with 
ra f}.cedthe Gi),1.8.9, 


Bible into 


Rook 26 4. Inthis Chriſt hath taught us, x. to whomto 
Gereva, as , PI*Y, that is to God onely, and not toany Angellor 
m:y be ſcene Sint whatſoever, 2. With what :#. ion, thats, 
nth notes with faith and confidence of his willingnefle to hear 
and expoſti- and helpe ys, as being our Farther, and of bis ability 


ons of this thereunto {together with due regard of his Majcfty) 


form of praier 


Mars 9.1g. aSbcing in heaven, and therefore tull of glory, _ 


*X 
& 


ablc to doe whatſoever he will. 3. For what things, 
whetherthey concerne Gods glory,or our owne be- 
nefit,according to the ſeverzl] occafions and necefſi- 
ties which God miniſtreth & layeth upon us.4. What 
difference we ſhould make of the things, and of our 
defire after them according to their ſeverall natures, 
5. Theend of al), that God in and overall may bee. 
elorificd, | 

All which directions are compriſed in few words, 
but fuch as fully. and plainly tcach and comprehend 
them all even whatſoever is needtull to be knowne 
and obſerved in calling upon the name of God: hetc= 
upon it is that all the prayers recorded inthe Scrip- 
tures, which the men of God upon lo {everall occatt- 
ons have offered up unto him, are compriſed in, and 
may bee reduced to this forme of praycr, alchough 
they did not uſe the very fillables & frame of words 
here ſet down, but which alſo may be gathered both 


| thatthisis a moſt abſoluterule and forme of prayer, 


and thatthe right uſe of it is to conceive and trame 

all our prayers according to this rule, and not to bee 

bound to uſe this number of words, as many now 

adayes in their ignorance and {uperſiition doe im1- 
Ine. 

If it be objeed that Chriſt ſaid, Wen ye pray, ſay 
Onr Father, &c.and therefore that we ought 1n praicr 
tO repeat thele words: I anſwer, 1, That the Scrip- 
ture ſheweth his meaning was not at all to binde us 
to the ule of theſe ſil}ables, but that in praier and 


thankſgiving wee ſhould follow this dircRion and rt r,.o; 
patterne which hee gave : ſo we reade in Matthew, Muth.6.g,, 


that Chriſt laid, 4/er 1his manner pray ye, (and not as 
Saas Wl vba 


Mar.6.9.1 $3. 
Luke 11, 1.4. 


Exod.20.1.17. 
Deut, 5.6, 27. 
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Secondly, ſceing this is an abſolnte form of praier 
wherein is no want or vatne repctition, if Chriſts 
meaning were to bince us tothe uſe of theſe words, 
why then ſhould we ule any other ? why ſhould wee 
not alway uſc theſe, and theſe onely 2 yea what elſe 
were it but vaine babbling and inteilcrable preſump. 
tion, to put other prayets in ſtcad of this which is {6 
abſolute and perfit 2 

3. Itisto be minded that this forme of prayer be. 


ingrecorded in two placesof Scripcure,there n:ither 


is all the {ame words, nor the ſame number of words 
mentioned in both places z now then according to 
which of theſe two muft wee ſay it 2 if according to 
Luke his recording of it, then ſhall we off:nd againſt 
that of Matthew, and contrarily, if we bes ticd to the 
number and order of the words, as they are ſet 
One. 5c 

4. As God in givins the morall Liw (albcit hee 
did tully and ſhortly declare his will in thoſe tenne 
Commandemcnts, yet) d'd not binde the Prophets 
and Prieſts in their miniſtery to uſe thoſe very words 
but as occaſion required, according unto them, to 
ſhew the people whar they ought to doe or leave un- 
done : fo Chriſt alſo giving this form- of prayer, al- 
beit hee hath therein tully and ſhortly taught us all 
things necdfull tor praycr, yethath not bound us in 
calling upon God to uſe theſe words,hut in al things 
according to this rule to make our requeſts unto God 
with giving of thankes, | 
5. Itis without queſtion that the Apoſtles to whom 
chis rule was-firft given, were carctull to keepe it ac+ 

| | cording 


” 
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cording to the true meaning of Chriſt , but they fiei- Moth. c4 134 


2 Cor.12.8. 


ther tied themſclves to theſe words, but alway praied |. 
asthey had lcverall occe{tons, according to this rule: Pail. 1.9.10. 
neither when they wrote unto others concerning > 12 ph"ni 
prayer, did they ever teach them to ſay over the Eph.6 18, 
Lords Prayer, which doubilcflſe they would have 1 Lhel.s 17. 
donc,had they fo taken the wilt of Chriſt to bee, but 
they c-ught and exiorted them ſti] according to their 
neceſſi:ics and occaſions inall things to ſhew their 
requeſts unto God 1n all manner prayer and ſuplica- 
tion inthe ſpirit with giving of thanks; and hereunto 
to watch with all perſeverance becaule this isthe will 
of God in Chriſt Ieſus. 
6.1tthe Apoſtles had been bound or might havetied ,. ye 
themſiclves to theſe or any other fer formes of words zo 1.32. 
then they had not given a ſufficient reaſon why in this * Th<\3-'+2+ 
| | t Tir.21.2.3, 
reſpc with other,it was rot meer they ſhould attend 5 ,,..; 6. 
unto the Deacons Office becauſe they would give aud 5.13. 
themſclves as to the Miniftration of the word, fo alſo * ?**+7: 
: 1 John 5.14+ 
ut:to praycr : for it had been eaſy for thei to have ;;. 
{aid by roatc orto have read out of a booke this or 
any other {ct forme o' prayer, 
7 They whichthinke Chriſt hathtyed us to fay 
theſe words, andth:t {uch laying of the words is true 399 vel-20. 
pray*r,muſt reconcile herewith ihe Apoſtles ſpeech At 6.2.4. 
when he ſaith, weknow not what to pray as we ought, 
but the ſpirit it ſelfe m3kerh requeſt for us with 
gronesthat cannot be cxprefled , theſe men it ſemeth 
would anſwer,yes,we know whatto pray, to wit, the 
Lords prayer,which containcth whatſoever we need 
to aske; and what thenneed the ſpirit teach us what 
to pray as we ought? 


Rom 8.6. 
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3. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of prayer ina firange 
ant tongue, ſaith thus : When r vlefleſt, how ſhall he 
thar occupieth the roome of the unlearned fay 
Amen at thy giving of thankes., fecing he knoweth 
not what thou ſpeakeft; now if they had beene tied 
rothe uſe of theſe words of praier,or to any other ſee 
ſtinted words, they might have anſwered.yes, wee 
kyow what hce 1uth. when, hee pratcth or giveth 
tharkes, it is the Lords prayer, or {ome ſtinted pre. 
{cribed prayer, which we know zforchand, and 
raerc fore unto it , though it be ſpoken in a ſtrange 
tongue we can fy Amen. 
Rom.3.26. 9. It the ſaying over of theſe, or of any (tin- 
Eph-276- ted words were true prayer, then might a man 
Juie 12%  havehis prayers by rote, or carry them in his-poc- 
Jam.r5.1.5. k«t, or buy them at the Stationers ſhops, 8&c, which 
AF 13: wereſtrange to imagine of true prayer, which is the 
 wotke of Gods Spirit in our hearts, teaching and en. 
abling us to powre out our ſfoules ung God inall 
neceffities, and occaſions, andlo to offer up ſpirituall 
{crificesacceptable to God through Ieſus Chriſt. 
RR; 10. When as Chriſt promileth that our heaven- 
Math. 24.0. 1y Father will give the Holy Ghoſt to them that aske 
it of him; andelſewhere ſpeaking of the deſtruQion 
of Ieruſalem, ſaith, Pray that your flight bee not 
inthe winter, and the like : theſe things being tes 
be prayed for, and yct not theſe words not ſet down 
in that forme of prayer, heweth that Chriſt hath 
not tied us to repeat over theſe words, but topray 
after thatrule according to our wants and occafions, 
11. The words arc ſo. generall as unlefle they be 
ſome way opened, and particularly applied , divers 
b-7 | mer 


men will diverſly underſtand them ; for example , if 
thele words, Thy Kingdome come,beulcd onely in 
gcneral], without any explication, the Papiſt under- 
ſtandceth them, of the advancement of Gods King- 
dome in and by their religion; the Proteſtant under- 
ftandcth and intendeth them ofthe cleane contrary , 
and ſo inthe reſt ; neither can any man for himſclfe 
uſe them aright , without ſome ſpeciall application 
to his particular eſtate and occaſion, becauſe no one 
mans faith and underſtanding can attaine unto all 
things needfull forall occafions, times and perions , 
as thoſe words doe comprehend. 

12, Ittheſe words,S.:y ye &c. mult be taken and Exod.t4.15. 
prefſcd according tothe letter , then would follow F199 3514: 
that in prayer , wee ſhould alway ſpeake with the ; $im.r 13. 
tongue, whereas there is praycr ofteninthe Spirit Rom. 8.26, 27, 
alone, without any words, Or diſtin voice art all ; 
as we read that Moſes, Hezdcbja, Nehemiah, Anwa,and 
others, have ſo praied, and beene accepted of God. 

13. Chriſt hath given an expreflc commande- Luke ,zz- 
ment, when ye pray, 1ay,Our Father, whereupon 1 
reaſon thus; the Commandementsof Chriſt are to 
bbc kept,other wilc it is ſinnegtherefore if Chriſt have 
here commanded to uſe theſe words in that number 
and order, then who{ocyer pray any time, anduſc 
not theſe words,they fin : but already we have ſcene 
the Apoſtles praied, and uſed not theſe words, and 

| yet ſinned noty and ſo no doubt doe other the {ſer- 
vants of God daily, yccording td their divers occaſi- 
ons and conditions: not to Ipeake here of the prayers. 
which the Preachers ule atore and after their Ser- 
moas, neither of their Coles, and other prayers 
= beſides 


John i 2.23, 


Mat,26.42, 


befides this preſcribed in their bookes, otherwiſe, al. 
ſo every man that blefleth his table, er faith to ano 
ther God bewith you, God blcſſe yu, God reco« 
vcr you, good morrow, good nignt, orth-lk+, 
ſhould finne ia this, becauſc he pratcth, and yer Luca 
nut Our F ither, GC, 

14. Yet I doubt not but we may uſe 3ny of theſe 
as well as other words, applying them t> our (pe- 
ciall caſe and neccflity, as we {cethut Chriſt priicd , 
laying, Father gloritic thy n:m-: and agains, O my 
Father if this cup cannot paſſe from me but ta.ul 
mult drinke it, thy willbee done where wee may 
learne by Chriſt who gave the rule how to uſc it, ro 
wit,not ina ſuperfluous ſaying over theſe woris but 
in praying according to this rulc,as our ſpcciall ne- 


_ ceffitics ſhill be, wherh:r we uſc any of the(+ words 


or Other , or pray with fighes that caanot be cxprel(- 
{cd. 


15. Finally, therefore all ſuch as have frimed or 


xeceiv-d any other forme of prayer bur this on-ly 
- which Chriſt hath tavght , off:nd agiinit this 1ule 


andcommandement ot Chriſt; an thus nat we, but 
they. who have deviſcd and follow other formes 
and bookes of praiers, are thoſe which deny, and as 
much as lieth in them di{anull the Lords Pale. 


FINS. 


